To mitigate the population loss, some former DDR cities of Germany have been dismantling the prefabricated large apartment complex. This paper tries to clarify how the dismantling procedure was executed, especially the selection process of the dismantling buildings, and the idea behind it from an urban planning context in city of Hoyerswerda. The selection of building to dismantle was decided from two perspectives: city-wide scale and neighborhood scale. From city-wide scale, its objective was to save the urban core by dismantling its fringes. From neighborhood-scale, the selection of the dismantling building was more case specific.
This paper tries to clarify how the dismantling procedure was executed, especially the selection process of the dismantling buildings, and the idea behind it from an urban planning context. The paper focused on city of Hoyerswerda, one of the above mentioned planned industrial cities as a case study. Hoyerswerda is the city in State Saxony who has experienced a loss of population after reunification that resulted in an abundance of vacancy housing in Plattenbauten.
The city dismantled 8291 housing from 1990 to 2011 to remedy the situation. To achieve the research objective mentioned above, the author has conducted a series of literature surveys and interview surveys to whom engaged in the actual policy along with a field study of the site to observe how the policy has executed.
The research found out that the selection of building to dismantle was decided from two perspectives: citywide scale and neighborhood scale. The objective of dismantling plan for city wide scale was to save the urban core by demolishing Plattenbauten in fringe of the city. Its idea was articulated in city documented reports: Urban Design 
